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share alike her glory Or her shame. Do we 
not owe the Lord Jesus something which we 
can alone pay thru the church by cooperation 
with her in all departments of her work. I 

, speak of the church in the manner which 
Jesus spake when he said "thou art Peter 
and upon this rock," Peter's confession, "I 
will build my church." I would also speak 
of the church in a denominational sense. We 
joined this church because we believed she 
truly espoused the principles of truth. We 
believed she would best aid us in living and 
doing our Christian duty. Do we still be- 
lieve now as we did then ? Da we show our 
belief by our works ? Can the church do for 
as unless we aid her in the doing ? Do we 
not need in the coming year to come closer 
to our Lord by turning to the church of our 
choice in closer touch and cooperation with 
her in all missionary, educational, P iblica- 
tional enterprises. Les us be not parasites 
hanging on the outside of the body but liv- 
ing working particles within. May the Holy 
Spirit help us all that we may with our whole 
heart turn to the way, the truth, and the life, 
that the coming year may be one of loving 
trust, faithful work, and growing grace in the 
Lord Jesus. A year of all the years one 
truly blest.    A happy New Yv'ar to all. 

Swift and Slow 

How swift is time to the aged ; how   slow 
to the young.    When   all   the sensations  of 
life are sweet, when every moment is crowded 
with delight,  when youthful  bouyancy and 
vigor  defy  adversfty   and  pain,   when   the 
rosy hours are incoming argosies of delights, 
friendly Time lingers along the way, and the 
years  appear  to   be  joy   laden   ages.    But 
when age comes with its sorrow and burdens', 
its weariness of the world, its weakness and 
pain, the years fl;dge new  wings and  fly in 
quick succession  into   the   lost eternities. 
They  hurry   us on toward  the rest that re- 
maineth,   and  toward   the   new life   which 
dawns beyond the darkness like the rising of 
a brighter day.    In this is  a  great   mercy. 
The temptation and pain will soon be past. 
••Yet a little  while," and  all this   sorrowful 
experience will be but a dream in the night. 
Some one has said that in heaven the sensa- 
tion of time may be like  the   sensation   of 
distance  to an angel's  wing,  that we   shall 
compass ages as if they were only  minutes. 
This can not be.    We will be young  there, 
and every hour,    crowded  as they   will  be 
with inexpressible delights, will be a linger- 
ing eternity of blessedness and joy. 

The Atmosphere of Goodness 

A thoroughly good man will emit saving 
influence as a coal of fire emits heat, or as a 
diamond emits light. Tho he make*no ser- 
mon the right minded are edified by his 
company. Tho he utter no word of rebuke 
the evil are uncomfortable in his presence. 
Virtue smiles to see him coming, vice to see 
him go. The fragrance of godliness goes 
out from him like the odor of spices from 
Araby the blest    His face may be plain, 

but the beauty of holiness sits upon it until 
we look again. He is welcome at the house 
of joy, for there is gladness in his spirit; but 
more welcome at the house of sorrow, for 
there is grace in his heart and comfort in his 
soul. Patience and humility abide at his 
house, and the afflicted count him a friend. 
The desolate think of him and laugh at de- 
spair. There is hope while such a man is in 
the earth. May their generation greatly 
increase. They are the salt of the earth, 
the light of the world. 

Standing Alone 
Here are words from James Martineau 

which are well worth repeating : There are, 
within the range of every one's life, processes 
of life which must be solitary ; passages of 
duty which throw one absolutely upon his 
individual moral forces, and admit of no aid 
whatever from another. Alone we .must 
stand sometimes ; and if our better nature is 
not to shrink into weakness, we must take 
with us the thought which was the strength 
of Christ, "Yet I am not alone, because the 
Father is with me." The sense of right can 
more readily indurate the tender than melt 
the rocky soul, and that is the most finished 
character which begins in beauty and ends 
in power; which leans on the love of kindred 
while it may, and when it may not, can 
stand erect in the love of God ; which shel- 
ters itself amid the domesticities of life 
while duty wills, and when it forbids can go 
forth under the expanse of immortality, and 
face any storm that beats, and traverse any 
wilderness that lies beneath the canopy, 

Our Young People 
CALEB'S CHOICE 

Joshua 14: 614. 

Topic, January 19.-Caleb choosing a hard thing. 

READINGS  FOR TIIE  HOME  CIRCLE. 

Monday,   January 13,   Esther's   choioe.    Esther 
4:116. 

Tuesday, January 14, Nehemiah's Choioe.    Neh. 
1:111. 

Wednesday, January 15, Jonah's choice.    Jonah 
1: 117. 

Thursday,   January 16,   Christ's  Choice.    Luke 
22 : 39 46. 
Friday, January 17. Stephen's Choice.   Acts 6 : 
9-15. 

Saturday, January 18,  Paul's Choice.    Acts 20 : 
17-27. 
Sunday, January 19, The topic. 

8CRIITURE HELP. 

Nowhere is the Christian life represented to us 
as an easy attainment. No pleasure garden or 
banqueting room stands before the one who would 
follow Jesus, but— 

1 The cross.    Matt. 16: 24. 
2 A race.    Heb. 12 : 1. 
3 A fight.    I Tim. 6: 12. 
4 A field of laboV.—Matt. 21: 28; Matt. 11: 

28-30. 
5 A striving.    Luke 13 : 24. 
6 An enduring.    II Tim. 2: 3. 
The rewards, too, that await the believer are 

such as come to victors in a struggle: 
1 A crown.    II Tim. 4:8. 
2 A viotory.    I Cor. IS: 67. 
3 An hundred fold.    Mark 10 : 30. 
4 White robes.    Rev. 7 : 13-17. 

I 

FOR THOcorrr AND DISCUSSION. 

Why must all who will live godly expeot to 
suffer persecution ?   II Tim. 3: 12 ; John 15 : 19. 

To ohoose ease rather than duty will bring a 
ouree. Explain the following verses with refer- 
ence to this thought: Num. 32: 23; Judges5 : 23; 
James 4: 17. 

What lesson can we learn from the man who hid 
his one talent in the ground. 

How do people yet "play Jonah !" 
What oan we learn from Moses' choice ? Heb. 

11:24-26. 
Does Jesus say that "the broad road" is easier 

than "the narrow road" ? Which do you think is 
the easier of the two ?   Why ? 

What makes it so hard for some to live the 
Christian life ? 

What are some of the hard duties we are apt to 
avoid T 

Can we grow strong without choosing hard 
things ? 

Jesus'example—what does it teach us? John 
9:4. 

Why is activity a secret of keeping one's powers 
of mind and body until old age ? 

Why do parents so often spoil their children by 
overindulgence? 

Why is it a contemptible thing to be always 
looking for a "soft job?" 

Parasites lose the use of various organs by 
reason of idleness. Is it the same in the spiritual 
life? 

Compare the rainbow darter which lives in the 
cold, swift current with the lazy mud head which 
sticks in the warm, slimy bottom. So Christian 
activity brings out the rare colors of the Christian 
virtues. 

No cross, no crown. 
What are some new hard things we can under- 

take this year ? c. F. YODER. 

The Y. P. S. C. E. Rally of Johnstown and Sub- 
burban Churches 

A district rally of Young Peoples' Soci- 
eties in the Brethren church is a departure, 

but one that needs to be encouraged. Soci- 
eties, not unlike individuals must needs 
come into contact with each. The person 
or society that lives wholly unto its self must 
necessarily become narrow and selfish. 
Isolation'always means poverty ard in the 
end death. Here is a source of weakness in 
our work. There is not that unity of pur- 
pose and cffjrt which alone make pissible 
the greatest results for good. Without these 
two characteristics no society can do its 
most effective and efficient work. The lack 
of these is the besetting sin of our Society 
today. An appeal is sent out from the Gen- 
eral Secretary and only ten per centum of 
the societies respond. Several projects have 
been defeated in this way. We have sper t 
two years raising sufficient money to pay for 
the painting of the buildings of Ashland 
College—that which ought to have been 
accomplished in as many weeks. Until our 
societies shall have become a unit in spirit 
and purpose we will never make ourselves a 
blessing and power in the church. 

The young people of the Conemaugh 
Valley have hit upon a plan that must con- 
tribute very largely to the breaking up of the 
isolation of our societies. They are to be 
commended not only for giving this plan to 
the church, but for demonstrating that the 
plan is highly practicable. It was my pleas- 
ure to attend their last   joint-meeting.    I 


